Effects of opioid-type stressors on serum digoxin-like immunoreactivity in rats.
The effects of opioid-type stressors (immobilization, electric footshock and forced swimming) on serum digoxin-like immunoreactivity (SDLI) were investigated in rats. All of the stressors significantly elevated the SDLI. Naloxone treatment after application of stressors prevented the elevation of SDLI, whereas naloxone treatment alone did not cause any significant changes. The observed increase in SDLI in this study may be attributed to the actions of endogenous opioid peptides released during stress.